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The Municipal Technical Advisory Service (MTAS) was 
created in 1949 by the state legislature to enhance the 
quality of government in Tennessee municipalities. An 
agency of the University of Tennessee Institute for Public 
Service, MTAS works in cooperation with the Tennessee 
Municipal League and affiliated organizations to assist 
municipal officials.
By sharing information, responding to client requests,
and anticipating the ever-changing municipal government 
environment, MTAS promotes better local government
and helps cities develop and sustain effective management 
and leadership.
MTAS offers assistance in areas such as accounting and 
finance, administration and personnel, fire, public works, 
law, ordinance codification, and water and wastewater 
management. MTAS houses a comprehensive library and 
publishes scores of documents annually.
MTAS provides one copy of our publications free of charge 
to each Tennessee municipality, county and department 
of state and federal government. There is a $10 charge for 
additional copies of “Finding Money.”
Photocopying of this publication in small quantities for 
educational purposes is encouraged. For permission to copy 
and distribute large quantities, please contact the MTAS 
Knoxville office at (865) 974-0411.
MTAS OFFICES
Knoxville (Headquarters) ............... (865) 974-0411
Johnson City ................................... (423) 854-9882
Nashville ......................................... (615) 532-6827
Jackson ............................................ (731) 423-3710
Martin ............................................. (731) 881-7057
(731) 881-7058
www.mtas.tennessee.edu
TAKE A LOOK INSIDE
Find out about the financing programs available for 
your city’s water, wastewater, solid waste, brownfield 
remediation, recreation and training projects. Do 
you know the contact agencies, the advantages and 
disadvantages of the various programs, and terms? Do 
you know how to apply for funding? If not, this guide 
is for you. It points you to various financing programs 
available to Tennessee’s local governments for water, 
wastewater, solid waste, and other project needs.
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This publication references the websites for the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, MTAS, Tennessee 
Comptroller of the Treasury Office of State and Local 
Finance, Tennessee Department of Economic and 
Community Development, Tennessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation, Tennessee Municipal 
Bond Fund, Tennessee Valley Authority, U.S. Department 
of Commerce Economic Development Administration and 
USDA Rural Development.  
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FEDERAL EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY
The Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) provides disaster assistance to states, 
communities, businesses, and individuals. FEMA 
helps with disaster response, recovery, mitigation, 
prevention and preparedness.  
View www.fema.gov to learn more about 
FEMA programs.
MuNIcIpal BONDs
Private financial institutions are a traditional source 
of funding for municipal public works. 
View information on how to obtain funding from 
private financial institutions at the MTAS website 
www.mtas.tennessee.edu and use search words 
“municipal bonds.”
TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC 
aND cOMMuNITY DEvElOpMENT
The state Department of Economic and Community 
Development Grants and Loans Division offers 
many resources for community leaders looking to 
improve their infrastructure, foster economic growth 
in their area and encourage sound environmental 
practices. The division administers state and federal 
government grant and loan funds.
View contacts and information on Appalachian 
Regional Commission Grants, Delta Regional 
Authority, fast-track Infrastructure and 
Community Development Block Grants at 
www.tennessee.gov/ecd.
TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT 
OF ENvIrONMENT aND cONsErvaTION
The state Department of Environment and 
Conservation offers financial assistance to help 
communities comply with state and federal 
environmental laws and regulations. Grants are 
available for clean energy, watershed initiatives, 
green development, recycling, tire cleanup, used 
oil, recreation initiatives, and brownfield 
remediation, etc. Loans are available for water 
and wastewater infrastructure.
View contact and program information at 
www.tn.gov/environment/grants/.
TENNEssEE lOcal DEvElOpMENT 
auThOrITY lOaN prOGraM
In 1978, state lawmakers established the Tennessee 
Local Development Authority (TLDA) Loan Program 
primarily to make loans to local governments for 
water, wastewater, and solid waste projects. Loans 
also can be secured for purposes such as airports, 
capital projects, and rural firefighting equipment. In 
1990, the law was amended to let TLDA issue bonds 
and make the proceeds available for loans to local 
governments for other capital projects.
View contact and program information at 
http://www.comptroller.tn.gov/.
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TENNEssEE MuNIcIpal BOND FuND
The Tennessee Municipal League (TML) is the 
organization of Tennessee cities and towns. Created 
in 1985, the Tennessee Municipal Bond Fund (TMBF) 
is an entity within TML that creates and administers 
loan programs for the benefit of cities and counties.
View contact and program information at
www.tml1.org.
TENNEssEE vallEY auThOrITY (Tva)
The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) provides 
economic development programs and services 
throughout its service area. Programs provide funds 
for industrial development and expansion and 
community development. 
View www.tvaed.com to learn more. 
u.s. DEparTMENT OF cOMMErcE EcONOMIc 
DEvElOpMENT aDMINIsTraTION
The U.S. Department of Commerce Economic 
Development Administration (EDA) provides 
assistance to areas experiencing high unemployment, 
low income, or other severe economic distress. A 
program of particular interest to Tennessee local 
governments is EDA’s Public Works Program. The 
Public Works Program provides funds for water and 
sewer facilities, industrial access roads, rail spurs, 
skill training facilities, and technology-related 
infrastructure. 
View www.osec.doc.gov/eda to learn more about the 
Public Works Program and other EDA programs.
u.s. DEparTMENT OF aGrIculTurE (usDa) 
rural DEvElOpMENT 
Rural development is committed to the future of 
rural communities in Tennessee, investing financial 
and technical assistance through community, 
business and rural housing development programs. 
The agency has loan and grant programs for water 
and waste disposal, solid waste management and 
emergency community water projects to assist 
rural electric cooperatives, and for deployment of 
telecommunications infrastructure used for distance 
learning, telemedicine and other broadband-based 
services. The agency’s community programs provide 
technical and financial resources for the essential 
community infrastructure key to health, safety and 
business development. They ensure that rural areas 
enjoy the same basic quality of life community 
services enjoyed by people across the U.S. including 
water and waste disposal systems, and for community 
public-use facilities like schools, libraries, childcare, 
hospitals, clinics, assisted living facilities, fire and 
rescue facilities, police stations, community centers 
and transportation assets. 
View contact and information on grant and loan 
assistance programs at www.rurdev.usda.gov.
uTIlITY rElOcaTION lOaN prOGraM
The Utility Relocation Loan Program provides 
loans for cities and utility districts that must 
relocate utilities due to Tennessee Department of 
Transportation (TDOT) road projects.
View www.tn.gov/comptroller/lf to learn more.
The University of Tennessee does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, religion, national origin, age, disability, or veteran status in provision of educational programs and services 
or employment opportunities and benefits. This policy extends to both employment by and admission to the university.
The university does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, or disability in its education programs and activities pursuant to the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990.
Inquiries and charges of violation concerning Title VI, Title IX, Section 504, ADA or the Age Discrimination in Employment Act (ADEA) or any of the other above referenced policies should be 
directed to the Office of Equity and Diversity (OED), 1840 Melrose Avenue, Knoxville, TN 37996-3560, telephone (865) 974-2498 (V/TTY available) or 974-2440. Requests for accommodation of 
a disability should be directed to the ADA Coordinator at the UTK Office of Human Resources, 600 Henley Street, Knoxville, TN 37996-4125.
MTAS1724  10/13  •  E14-1050-000-017-13
Municipal Technical advisory service
